Adenocarcinoma of the gallbladder: chromosome abnormalities in a genetic form of cancer.
Chromosome studies on gallbladder adenocarcinoma in a Papago Indian woman were performed. These studies revealed a high degree of aneuploidy including multiple instances of missing chromosomes, extra chromosomes, and chromosome rearrangements. Double minute chromosomes and homogeneous staining regions on chromosomes were present in the cancer cells. To our knowledge this is the first report on the cytogenetic analysis of a gallbladder cancer. Chromosome studies on gallbladder cancers will be of unusual interest because of the relatively high frequency of this rare genetic form of cancer in American Indians.